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not as giving countenance to their superstitions I accepted
of the invitation. Considerable of preparation had been
previously made, the apartment carefully enclosed and
was one of the most sacred and ceremonious which I wit-
nessed. At the appointed time I went in. The sacred
songs had all been sung and all was silence for a few min-
utes. A. then made a speech occupying some fifteen or
twenty minutes, repeating as I was informed the requisi-
tions of the Me-shaum. All listened very attentively and
occasionally responded by a loud grunt. At the close he
ordered the Cooks to serve the company which they did,
dealing out to each individual his portion in a dish or
wooden bowl. When they took the kettles from the fire a
ladle full of the broth contained in them was taken out and
one went round the fire pouring a little of it into the fire
very carefully as he went round. And each portion was
also carried once round the fire before it was given to the
individual. No one began to eat until all were served, but
each was engaged in taking off the things with which the
pieces of venison were tied together, or else in stripping
them to pieces as no knives or forks were permitted to be
used. These, as well as the use of salt are strictly forbid-
den by the rules of the Me-shaum, and nothing except a
spoon may be used. When all were in readiness to eat,
the kettles having been with much care turned over at each
end of the fire, each one, beginning at the head, uttered a
few words, which were thanks to the Mam-e-she-mah-kah,
and then began to eat. The same expression of thanks
was given at the close. Some, I observed, were unable to
eat their portion, such sent out and invited a friend to
come to their assistance as nothing must be left which
could be eaten, and the remainder viz: —the strings and
bones were all collected and burnt in the fire, together with
some stuff taken from the Me-shaum, which was considered
as a kind of incense. Then followed a long speech or
prayer by the chief speaker and he was followed by the
Chief with another. These speeches were said over in a
solemn but hurried manner and are used at every sacred



